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The colloquium offered 13 Indian scholars of 

German the opportunity to exchange 

information with German colleagues about 

the problems encountered in their subject. On 

the initiative of HARTMUT EGGERT, 

German scholar from the Free University 

Berlin, and ULRICH PODEWILS, Director 

of the DAAD Regional Office in New Delhi, 

the colloquium was intended to be a forum to 

promote the study of German literature in 

India. 

In her opening speech, REKHA 

KAMATH-RAJAN (Delhi) highlighted the 

interdisciplinary orientation of the study of 

German in India and suggested that this 

orientation always be maintained.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

There is a demand in India for knowledge of 

German literature and the language. A B.A. 

degree in German is a passport to well-paid 

work, particularly as more and more jobs in 

the IT sector are being transferred to India. In 

the field of translation, however, the fact that 

university lectures earn less than translators 

in the business sector is proving to be a 

problem and has hampered the recruitment of 

urgently required young academics. Various 

participants at the colloquium stressed the 

fact that the study of German  should not  be 

degraded to a “menial” level ( JÜRGEN 

TRABANT, Berlin) or to call-center training 

(RAJENDRA DENGLE, Delhi), instead 

students should continue to take advantage of 

the emancipatory potential offered by 

literature. 

SHASWATI MAZUMDAR (Delhi) provided a 

programmatic outline of fields of research 

for discourses on Europe and India. In her 

opinion, internationally oriented authors 

from the period of nationalism and 

colonisation like Wilhelm von Humboldt, 

Goethe and Marx command special interest. 

A comparative study of this period that 

extends from imperialism to decolonisation 

should be undertaken to examine the 

consequences of industrialisation and the 

formation of a welfare state; in contrast, the 

age of globalisation and the post-colonial 

world is characterised by a withdrawal of the 

state. Besides being critical of the fact that 

literature is relegated to the margins of area 

studies, Ms MAZUMDAR was in favour of 

establishing an interdisciplinary network that 

would include other philologies. She also 

suggested including the fields of film, art and 

the new media. VIBHAN SURANA (Delhi) 

called for comparative literature to be based 

on cultural studies which could provide 

literary voices from the poorer Asian 

countries the opportunity to be heard. 

BALASUNDARAM SUBRAMANIAN (Chennai) 

on the other hand advocated the return of 

German in India to its disciplinary basis, 

namely philology. The German historian 

KIRAN PATEL (Berlin) warned against an 

affirmative European-style writing of history 

that presents a teleological master narrative 

of the integration of different national 

identities. He stressed the necessity of also 

addressing the non-European “other” in 

European studies.  

In his talk JÜRGEN TRABANT described 

how Humboldt had emerged from “pagan 

polytheism” to devote himself to the Indian 

universe which he sought to explain with the 

aid of Franz Bopp’s Sanskrit grammar. If one 

reduces language acquisition to the level of 

learning a language in the world of global 

competition, then Humboldt’s philosophy of 

language is not contemporary. As he, 

however, had committed himself to 

describing the literary development of a 

language, his claims are fully in accord with 

those of today’s German scholars in India. 

Representing the linguistic side MADHU S. 

JOSHI (Delhi) spoke about the Sisyphus work 

involved in the compilation of a Hindi-

German dictionary. In his contribution on the 

typical characteristics of the German 

language, EKKEHARD KÖNIG (Berlin) drew 

attention to the fact that German shares the 

basic subject-object-verb word order with 

Indian languages. 

The development of curricula played a 

prominent role at the colloquium. M. K. 

NATARAJAN (Baroda) introduced several 

institutions for the training of Indian teachers 

of German ranging from the Central Institute 

of English and Foreign Languages (CIEFL) 

in Hyderabad to the Goethe-Institut, known 

as the Max Mueller Bhavan in India after the 

renowned 19th century German Indologist. 

However, the fact that the 80 Indian 



universities where one can study German are 

unable to meet the need for well-qualified 

teachers of German continues to pose a 

problem. While the CIEFL does offer 

pertinent courses in didactics these are not 

frequented by the potentially interested 

students. N. S. ANURADHA (Bangalore) and 

BERNT AHRENHOLZ (Berlin) advocated the 

development of regionalised teaching 

material for German as a foreign language. 

SHRSIHALI SASALLATI (Delhi) also called for 

language didactics in India to be tailored to 

the needs of multilingual speakers and to 

take their respective source languages as the 

departure point. 

The DAAD lecturer DOROTHEA JECHT 

(Delhi) presented a new BA/MA course for 

teachers of German at the University of 

Delhi. NEETI BADWE (Pune) introduced the 

curriculum of the German department 

launched in 1958 at the University of Pune. 

This department is the oldest of its kind in 

India and can look back on a long tradition. 

Some of the Pune colleges have been 

teaching German since 1914. 

ULRICH PODEWILS (DAAD), GERNOT GAD 

(German Society for Research DFG) and 

KATJA HARTMANN (Humboldt Foundation) 

explained how German studies in India can 

continue to be supported in the future when 

they presented the programmes of their 

institutions at the end of the colloquium. All 

of them strongly urged Indian scholars of 

German to apply for scholarships and project 

grants. For example, DAAD organises a 

literature competition for students of German 

literature in which 10 candidates are chosen 

each year out of a total of 150 applicants for 

a scholarship that enables them to take part 

in a summer course in Germany. There are 

also good chances for academics working in 

specialised fields who apply for a short-term 

DAAD lectureship. These lectureships 

enable German guest academics to teach for 

several months at an Indian university. In 

addition to discussing the feasibility of 

launching a periodical for German studies in 

India, the participants of the colloquium also 

considered the possibility of setting up a 

Center of German and European Studies. 
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